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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM — SAMUEL WRIGHT — BUNBURY SHIPWRECK 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.05 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on an exciting discovery made by the Western Australian Museum. The state government has committed 
to establishing a new headquarters for the Department of Parks and Wildlife at Koombana Bay, Bunbury. 
Planning for the new Department of Parks and Wildlife office at this site is well advanced. As a 2013 election 
commitment, it is fully funded and on track. The project initially will see 100 extra jobs relocated to Bunbury. It 
will be one of the most significant long-term economic investments by the government in the region and will 
provide ongoing benefits. In preparation for the development, the department has worked closely with the 
City of Bunbury and the Western Australian Museum to assess the site, which is well-known as a shipwreck 
hotspot. 

Last month, a team of maritime archaeologists and conservators excavated a wooden shipwreck lying between 
3.2 metres and six metres below ground level. After careful examination, the wreck has been confirmed as the 
American whaling ship Samuel Wright, which was lost in a storm on 8 July 1840, and was one of the first 
American vessels to visit WA’s south coast to conduct whaling activities. The ship also played an important role 
in the history of Bunbury. In 1841, the government surveyor, Henry Ommaney, used the mast of the wreck as 
a triangulation point to create the first town plan of Bunbury. It makes Bunbury the only city in Australia that has 
its municipal town plan based on a shipwreck. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: From an archaeological point of view, this excavation is significant. The ship is exceptionally 
well-preserved and hundreds of artefacts including the ship’s structure, wooden casks, leather shoes, clay pipes 
and food remains were uncovered. Approximately 160 artefacts have been removed from the site for diagnostic, 
research and interpretative purposes. They will be professionally conserved at the Western Australian Museum. 
The wreck has now been reburied to protect it against decay in accordance with best practice for shipwreck 
conservation. 

The Samuel Wright and other remains of shipwrecks and associated materials that predate 1900 are protected 
under the Maritime Archaeology Act 1973 and are vested with the WA Museum. In this area, shipwrecks are 
also protected by the City of Bunbury’s heritage list and town planning scheme. 

The Western Australian Museum has now embarked on the search for another shipwreck, this time an 
eighteenth-century Dutch wreck thought to have been lost near the Abrolhos Islands. Scientific work like this is 
at the heart of the Western Australian Museum and contributes to the high regard in which the museum and its 
staff are held nationally and internationally. I congratulate the team from the Western Australian Museum led by 
Ross Anderson, volunteers and students, and the Australian National Maritime Museum on this important 
excavation and look forward to hearing more about Bunbury’s maritime history as the artefacts are studied. 
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